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Lao Luom

“VE CHAI.

1% 8 : A4

Vao gid nghi trua, da sé cong nhan cua
hang L.A Laundry tu tap quanh xe “lunch”, con
t61 dang loay hoay kiém soat may bd quan 4o
“samples” dé mang giao cho hing Guess, thi
t61 nghe co tiéng la hét 6n ao quanh xe lunch,
ngd ra toi thdy ldo Tony Joseph (tam goi tén
Viét Nam 1a Tén) dang bi thang Mexi-Guapo
nam hai c6 tay 130 kéo t6i, x6 lui nhu méo von
chudt, con 140 Tén thi ¢d ving vy va miéng
la “F...you”, trong khi d6 ddm dong, nhiing
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ngudi anh em gdc “thich dau, thich d3” thi ho
reo, co vo cho hai nguoi danh nhau dé dung
ngoai vo tay cuoi choi.

T6i khong wa 1do Ton, nhung khi thiy thang
Mexi-Guapo hanh ha lao ta qué, tu ai dan toc
noi 1én, t6i di téi can ho ra, nhung Guapo lai
manh tay hon, tim ¢6 130 Ton nhéc 1én, toi kin
dao dung ngén tay cai va ngdn tro bAm manh
vao tir huyét & ban tay Guapo khién né dau qua
vOi budng 13o Ton ra roi han guom guom nhin
toi, t01 no1 1on cho ddm dong nghe: “sorry Gua-
po, this old man is my brother”, rdi t6i nhin vao
mat Guapo va néi nho, ht hin mot ciu:

_ Cui-da-do (dai khai 1a may coi chirng tao).

Vi 6ng chu va toi 1a chd quen biét tir trude
nén toi “muon oai hum nhat khi” dé& hu tén
Guapo nay dé hin khong con bét nat 1io Tén
nita. Hai d6i thu c6 14i nhai véi nhau vai cau
roi bo di, con dam dong quay lai in udng binh
thuong, toi thi vé thu xép cic mau hang dem
di giao, khong thém héi lao Ton mdt cau 1y do
tai sao thang Guapo lai danh ong ta.

Hing L.A Laundry, & El Monte, thau giit
quan 4o “Jean” cho cac hing Guess, Bongo,
Infinity, Lewis. Cong nhan dai da s6 1a dan
vung Nam MY, chi c¢6 Ton va t6i 1a nguoi Viét.
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Tén lam trong toan xép quan 4o, con toi phu
trach di nhan va giao cac mau hang tir cac hang
ké trén. Ton ciing 1a dan “ho-hen” (H.O) nhu
t6i, anh dén lam viéc & day trudc t6i nén khi
moi vao lam viée, toi rat muing va 18 phép voi
“nién truong” Ton, nhung dan da vi lam khac
nhiém vu va nhét 1a thdy Ton 1am “mét mat”
ngudi Viét nén t6i rat byc minh, khong tiép
xuc nira, nay khi thay tén Guapo hanh ha dong
huong t6i1 budc phai ra tay ma thoi.

Ly do t61 khong wa 130 Ton vi luc nao bén
hong ong ta ciing deo cai tai nylon, hé thay
cai chai nhya hay loon nhdm nao ma cong
nhan udng xong rdi vat di 1a Ton nhat 1én,
bop dep roi boé vao bich, trong khi do théng
Mexi-Guapo cting lam chuyén tuong tu, cling
di nhat loon nhom Coca, chai nhua v.v... thé 1a
ho thirong cdi nhau khién t6i khong thich Ton,
Ton di nhat rac, [am rat mat 1ay sang toi, trong
long t6i1 coi thuong Ton tir do.

Sau mot thoi gian t61 can thi€p chuyén cai
nhau thi Ton “quit-giop”, trude khi nghi viéc,
Tén dén chao va bit tay toi:

_ Tam biét ban, cdm on ban da bénh vuc
t61, chic trong thoi gian qua ban ngira mit va
buc minh vi t6i di lwgm rac, nay toi di chd
khac dé ban khoi phai trong thdy canh dong
huong di lyom rac nira. Toi kiém duoc job
méi o Little Saigon rdi, luong xi-tac 13.758.
Hy vong chung ta c6 dip gdp lai nhau thi ban
s& hiéu 1y do tai sao t6i lai di lyom may cai vo
chai, loon nhom.

Tu Little Saigon t61 1ai xe qua free-way
22, 405, 605, 5 dé dén hang & El Monte lam
viéc voi luong 5.75%/1 gio, nay nghe Ton noi
cd job mdi ngay tai Litlle Saigon voi luong
cao gan gap 3 lan, toi nghi han nd, lam gi ¢o
job nao ngon nhu thé cho dan “H.O” nén tbi
tra ddia va hitng ho' cham tay 130 réi néi:

268

_ Chiic Tén may min, c6 job méi luong
cao thi dung lyvom loon nita nghe.

T6i dd khong vui khi thiy may cu gia trong
khu chung cu cua t6i di lyom chai nhya loon
nhom trong thung rac. O My nay véi tudi cta
cac cu thi c6 trg cap tién gia cia chinh phu dé
da 4m no, viéc gi phai di moi méc nhur thé coi
bé rac qua! Cé lan t6i cam may vo loon bia dua
cho mot cu thuong lyom ve chai va noi:

_ Cu dung mé thung rac nira, nhd ¢o vi trung
hay ran rét thi rat hai cho strc khoe tudi gia, ma
cu luom may loon nhém nay dé lam gi vay?

Cu rét vui khi toi cho may cai loon nhém
roi cu giai thich rang cu gom céc thir nay lai dé
dem ban, “ndng nhat chat bi”, tir vai déng roi
thanh vai chuc, lau lau dugc mot tram thi guri
vé cho con chau hodc ¢6 nhi vién. Nghe cu gia
giai thich vay thi biét vay, nhung t6i vin cam
thdy 4i ngai, khong thoai mai khi nhin cac cu
di lvom loon.

Khi hang L.A Laundry dep ti€m thi t61 di
lam “thg dung” (truyén dai cua nha van PKK),
nghia 1a dung viéc nao la lam viéc do, khong
c6 viéc thi ding ngo troi-tring hay “ta budn ta
di lang thang”... va roi bat ngd dung Ton tai
dai nhac hoi Cam On Anh TPB ky 4 do Héi
Ctru Tro TPB & Qua Phu td chire tai Garden
Grove ngay 1/8/2010.

Pang ngdi ghé xem ca nhac thi toi thay
Ton mang nhitng chai stra dau nanh len vao
cac hang ghé dé ban cho khan gia va van luom
loon, t6i 1& han di nhung khi han buéc t6i hang
ghé t6i ngdi va trao tan tay toi chai sita dau
nanh thi khong 16 dugc nira, to1 bén chao qua
loa cho c6 1& va lai cang ghét thém vi toi hin
no, kiém dugc “good job” véi start 13,75%/1
gi0' ma van di lyom loon va ban dao stta dau
nanh. T61 hoi mdc hong lai:

_ Chic hoi nay lwong ctia Ton 1én t6i 19$/1
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gio r6i?

_ Khong, 20.25$ r6i. Néu ban mubn doi job
nhu t6i thi ti chi cho, that ddy, day 1a sd tele
clia t6i, 714-987-xxxx khi nao mudn thi lién lac.

Ton ciroi than thién rdi tiép tuc di ban,
mang chai sita ddu nanh trao tay cho khan gia
xem DNH*. Hinh nhu Tén khong biét t6i hoi
moéc hong nén anh ta tra 101 c6 vé thanh that,
nhung t6i van nghi ngo, lam cai khi gi6 gi ma
lwong 20.25$ trong khi bang cap chi 1a ngén
tré ngay xua dung dé bop co...sing.

Nghé thg dung cua t6i ngiy cang lam viao
thé bi, bi s6 dong ngudi anh em gde “Xi” ding
trudc ctra chg Nguoi Viét canh tranh, nhung
t61 van coc can goi “Ton N6 nhur 161 hin din.
Roi mot ngay, bat ngd Ton goi toi va moi dén
nha choi. Ty 4i nhu duge vudt, toi nhan 161 dén
tham dan nd cho biét su tinh.

T6i dén tham Toén vao chiéu cudi tudn,
nguoi don toi ngoai cra khong phai 1a Ton nhu
t6i nghi ma 1a mot chi rat dep véi cir chi lich
su, chi noi:

_ Xin 16i anh, nha t6i dang ban ngoai goc
vuon, anh 4y ndi t6i dan anh anh ra vuon, toi
cu nu thi anh éy noi: “khach muén coi viée
anh ay lam”. Vay xin 15i anh trudc.

_ Cam on chi, chinh to1 mudn xem cong
viéc cua anh Ton.

Cung la dan gbc “Bé-Ka” (Kic-Ky) nén toi
lam ra vé than tinh v&i nhau mot ti chir toi co
biét Ton 1am cai nghé ngdng gi dau, thuc long
thi hoi budn vi Ton moi khach dén choi ma
dan ra goc vuon thi chi c6 “dan choi cdu ba
crfmg” chir dan Bolsa ai lam thé, nhung 16 101,
clr vao va qua that toi choang vang khi cai mui
chua-chua, thiu-thiu trong déng chai lo chét
gbc vuon xong vao mii. Ton ngirng lam vige,
thao doi ging tay ra roi bat tay va moi t6i ngoi
vao cai ban ¢6 du che ¢ goc vuon diang lac do

269

chi Ton mang ra hai ly cafe stta. Ton moi to1
udng va vao dé ngay:

_ Toi dang lam & hoc khu Garden Grove,
thang t6i ho s& md mot 16p hoc budi t6i vé “cus-
todian”, sau 1 thang néu ai da diém thi s& c6
chung chi, va cai ching chi nay sé gitp chung
ta di tim viéc lam & cac hoc khu tuong dbi dé
dang, néu anh mudn thi dén ghi danh ngay di,
ho chi 1y 40 hoc vién théi. Trude day toi cling
lam thé va toi da tim duoc job & hoc khu GG,
lwong bat dau vao khoang tir 12-14$/1 gio va
1én dan maximun 1a 23$ gio tuy hoc khu.

_ Custodian 1a nghé gi, c6 can noi thong
thao tiéng M¥ khong, chir toi thi thi...

_ La tréng coi, quét don, hut bui, do rac
v.v.. & cac truong hoc, viéc con nhe nhang hon
& nha khi ba xd nho va, vé tiéng My thi t6i té
hon anh ma con qua cau thi anh du stc v.v...

Thé roi Tén hudéng dan t6i cach ghi tén,
cach hoc thi ldy “lai-xan”, khi c6 licence rdi
thi Ton chi to1 cach tim job & cac hoc khu trong
ving Orange. O cac hoc khu c6 rat nhiéu cong
viéc, tir san soc bao tri truong hoc, cit co, tia
cay, dién, thu vién, phu gido v.v...

Sau khi huéng dan t6i tim viéc 1am xong,
T6n quay vé chuyén cii & L.A Laundry:

_ Hoi con 1am & L.A Laundry, t6i biét ban
khinh t6i vé& cai vu t6i di lwom may cai chai
nhua, loon nhém, nhung thay k&, mic m¢d gi
giai thich, sau khi anh tri thang Guapo ctru toi,
to1 htra 1a s€ c6 ngay giai thich cho anh va hy
vong anh s& hiéu t6i hon va déy 1a lic can noi.
Sau khi vé 1am tai hoc khu G.G, vi 1a cong vi¢e
quét don nén s6 chai nhya, loon nhom nhiéu
hon va anh thay déng bao & goc vuon kia kia,
chiéu nay mang t&i “recycle center” ban, trung
binh mdi thang kiém 40-50 d6, chimg nao
d 100 d6 thi tdi téi doi cho ldo Ba-Ba Hanh
Nhon, mét “ri-xip”, con 1ao Ba-Ba Hoi trudng
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Hoi H.O dung tién d6 vao viéc gi thi anh va ca
cong dong nay biét roi.

_ Xin 16i anh Tén, xin anh tha 15i, bay giod
thi t6i hiéu rdi, cai bita dai nhac hoi TPB ma
anh di ban stra dau nanh cho khan gia cling la
muc dich tinh nguyén kiém 16i cho DNH?

_ Dung thé, trong cac dai nhac hoi Cam On
Anh TPB, néu anh dé y thi s& thay c6 anh Long
HQ dung mii chiu sao gian hang ban thuc
pham, anh Thyuc KQ bé cac khay trai cdy len
vao cac hang ghé dé ban cho khan gia, t6i theo
chan hai anh 4y, ngoai ra con c6 rat nhiéu cac
chéu thanh thiéu nién Phat T di ban nita, tat
ca vi TPB, rat budn 14 anh Thuc d3 “di xa” r6i!

_ Ton, anh lam cong vi¢c nay chi nha va
cac chau co biét khong, phan Gmg ra sao?

_ Ban b¢ coi thuong t61 1a chuyén binh...
thuong, “ai dong khe”, nhung vo con t6i khong
hiéu, phién trach, ngin can méi dau. Luc dau
thiy toi tha vé nhimng chai nhya loon nhém dé
gbc vuron 1a nha t6i la um xum, mang bo vao
thung rac, con hai dua con thi ching khong
thém ra vuon, cuc chiang di, khi phai ra vuon
thi chting bit miii! Cudi ciing toi danh phai noi
that, hdi d6, vao nam 2006, tdi c6 dan nha toi
theo khi to1 tham cai ga-ra cua chi Hanh Nhon
1a kho chira 20 ngan hd so TPB, nha toi tAim
phuc khau phuc Lao Ba-Ba va hiéu chuyén toi
1am nén ba 4y giai thich cho hai dira nho dimg
“bat man” viéc lam cta toi nira.

_ Thé cac chau phan tmg ra sao voi ong bd
di lvom rac?

_ Nha t6i thi tryc tiép tham gia, “dat hang”
cic ba 161 xom, ban be, ai c6 loon nhém thi
cho, thé 14 ba mang vé gdp vao dong rac kia.
C6 nhiéu than chu con gom chai “dau gi6
xanh”, nhung c6 1an vac bao chai ning qu,
toi bi xum lung nén s¢ 101, khong dam nhéan
vo chai nira.
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Tha that tir khi co vo tiép tay, t6i khong
con gui $ 1€ té cho chi Hanh Nhon nita ma xin
chi cho chiing t6i “take care” 3 ho so TPB, méi
day c6 mot anh TPB da qua doi khi t61 chua
kip gri tién vé, vi thong thuong toi chi giri tién
vao dip gan tét. Sau khi anh TPB chét, t6i hoan
lai hoi hd so nay cho chi Hanh Nhon, ma chi
con gitr 2 ho so thoi. Riéng hai chau, con toi,
khong truc tiép tham gia nhu me, nhung méi
day, khi hai chau tt nghiép luat su, hai chau da
hoi toi la xin tinh nguyén lam Public Defender,
dai khai 1a 1am luat su bao chita mién phi, di
nhién t61 OK, va hién nay hai chiu thuong
xuyén dén trai giam tham céc thanh thiéu nién
nghi can gbc Viét dé tim hiéu tdm tu va hoan
canh nao cac em bi vudng vao vong lao ly. Hai
chau cho t6i biét c6 nhiéu hoan canh cac em
nghi can rat dang thuong, hai chau dung moi
tinh 1y dé giup cac em.

_ Chic 1a hai chau thdy b di lyom rac,
khong lyom cho minh ma dé lo cho ngudi
khén cung thi cac chau noi theo guong b, di
lwom “rac” cho nhiing tudi tré vudng vong lao
1y, “cha nao con ndy”, chiic ming anh.

_ Tam sy cho ban biét dau dudi dé ban khoi
khinh t6i khi t6i di lwom loon, néu mai mot
ban kiém duoc job & trudng hoc thi nhé tiép
tay v6i toi trong cong viée tiép hoi cho anh em
thwong phé binh (TPB) ctia chiing ta hién dang
ngic ngoai trong dia nguc tran gian. Nhung
nhé dung viét linh tinh vé viéc nay, nhiéu ban
bé khong hiéu lai “biu moi” véi t6i, cuc chang
da t6i méi tim su cho ban biét, kinh thanh da
noéi: “tay phai lam vi¢c thién thi dung cho tay
trai biét”.

Tinh t6i hay viét lach ling nhing, nhung
ton trong 101 anh Ton dan, t61 da gitr kin viéc
nay lau roi, nay da téi luc ¢ nhiéu 1y do ma
to1 danh phai bat mi mét chuyén bi mat. Toi
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van ton trong 10i anh din, khong néu tén that
cua anh. Con viéc kinh thanh ndi “tay phai
lam viéc thién dimg cho tay trai biét” thi d6
1a chuyén 2 ngan nam vé trude, hoi do chua
c6 TPB/VNCH, con ngay nay, cac TPB dang
chét dan chét mon nén t6i phai viét cau chuyén
“L&o Luwom Ve Chai” coi nhu mét thi du dién
hinh dé chung ta ciing nhau, khong phai lam
viéc thién, ma hiy nghi dén mon ng cta chung
ta d6i voi cac anh kéo khong kip... Theo t6i biét
thi trong nam 2014 da c6 20 anh em thuong
binh ctia TQLC di ra di, nhu vay sé6 TPB cua
tat ca cac don vi ma Hoi H.O “take care” han
1a dang n6i dudi nhau dé xung phong “lén doi”
khong phai it.

Nguoi TPB tré nhat ciing da 58 rdi,
(18+40=58)! V&i tudi doi 58, ching ta & hai
ngoai sinh séng va thudc men diy du nhu thé
nao thi 4t s& hiéu véi diéu kién sinh séng thiéu
du thy, thiéu ca mot phan than thé thi cac anh
ra di sém khong c6 chi 1a ngac nhién, diéu can
nghi dén 1a néu chiing ta qua thd o voi viée “ng
nan dan diu by lau nay” ma chua thanh toan
dé “no tang bong trang tring vo tay reo” thi...!

Ly do nita ma toi phai viét bai nay vi Hoi
H.O cung dai SBTN sé& phdi hop voi Bic CA
dé t6 chuc Pai Nhac Hoi TPB ky 9 tai San Jose
vao ngay Chua Nhat 12/7/2015, viét dé ting cac
thién nguyén vién (TNV) va cau mong cac TNV
dan than hon nita trong viéc tiép tay v6i Hoi
HO. Taéi viét dé xin cac dong doi, dong mon,
dong bao tiép tay dé giri goi qua cho cc anh em
TPB tai qué nha, moi dong gbp xin giri vé:

Hpi H.O Curu Tro TPB&QP.

P.O BOX 25554 Santa Ana CA 92799

Khong nhiéu thi it, it nhat 1a néu ching ta,
nhitng cuyu quan nhan & hai ngoai nay c6 uéng
bia thi cr uéng, nhung xin giir lai cai loon
nhom hay vo chai, ca hai thir d6 déu rét c6 ich
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dbi v6i nguoi lugm ve chai. Néu cac ban 1a
nhitng nha “tu”, sau khi tu xong thi dé c4i loon
nhom duéi dit, co chan 1én dap mdt cai “rup”,
loon nhom dep 1ép, gom nd lai, cho vao tai
nylon dau heé, 6i mot cai 1a c6 ngudi pick up,
5-7 cents 1 cai loon chur it sao. Nang nhat chat
bi, gom lai s€ c6 mdt ti qua cho déng do1 bi cut
chan tay, mu con mat!

Chung ta udng bia thi cir udng thoai mai,
nhung xin tang lai cho anh em TPB céi v chai
bia, ching ta uéng Coca Cola thi tang lai cho
anh em TPB cai loon nhém. Hay ty ctu anh
em TPB ctia minh trudc da trong khi cho doi...
nguoi khac.

Captovan

Gioi tieng Viét

Mot ong Viét Nam 1a chii hang xuat
nhap cang tai Cali, cong nhan rat dong ca
ngudi My va Viét. Trén ban gidy c6 3 hop
dé van thu. Thu toi thi dé vao hop dé chir
In, Thu gui di dé vao hop chir Out, con thu
khan thi dé vao hop Urgent, nhung vi nhan
vién ngudi Viét dong nén ong mudn dé
thém chir Viét dudi cac chir trén. Rat nhiéu
g6p v thi du nhu chir IN thi dé “van thu vira
t6i” chit OUT thi dé “van thu dé gui di”
con chir URGENT thi dé “van thu can giai
quyet ngay” . Nhung 6ng ché qua dai va
quyét dinh de duéi chir IN = “CHO VAO”
va dudi OUT =“CHO RA” dudi chit UR-
GENT = “CHO RA NGAY”!




