Thivy Quan Lue Chién Viét Ham

1. Tinh Hinh Téong Quit.

Cudc “Tong Tan Cong va Noi Day” cua
Cong. San Bic Viét (CSBV) do Tudng Vo
Nguyén Giap diéu dong trong dip Tét Mau
Than nam 1968, kéo dai trong nhiéu thang véi
nhirng dot khac nhau dya trén cac muc tiéu quan
su va chinh tri do Bo Chinh Tri Ha N¢i dé ra.
Sau 2 dot tong tan cong lién tuc cho dén thang 5/
1968, cac don vi CSBV da phai chiu ton that nang
né vé quan sb, quan dung va vii khi. Vé muc tiéu
quan sy, tai cac thanh phé va do thi nhu Sagon —
Gia Dinh, Bién Hoa, Nha Trang, Pa Ning, Hué
v.v. cac luc lugng CSBV da bi Quan Luvc VNCH
quét sach. Cac vi tri ém quan, kho cét gidu vii khi,
luong thye, cac noi chdt gitr 1am ban dap tan cong
déu bi danh pha va chiém lai. Vé tuyén truyén cac
don vi CSBV da khong kéu goi dugc quan chung
dung 1én “ndi day” chong chinh quyén Mlen Nam.
Nhing nhan dinh sai 1am tir truc cho rang dan
chung Mién Nam dang “chan ghét chinh quyén”,
da da~1n dén thét bai chua cay trong cong tac truyén
truyén xach dong quan chung “n6i day” cua CSBV.

Trong tinh trang thiét hai nang né vé quan
s6, chua bd sung kip, lai thém kiét can, non kém
trong van dé tiép liéu cho cac mat tran danh qui
mo 16n, tinh than binh si xubng thip, mot sb
cap chi huy CSBV ra dau hang hodc bi thuong
vong, B6 Chinh Tri Ha No6i chdp nhan: “Trong
dot 3, ké tir 17/8/1968, trong tdm tan cong duoc
chuyén ra vong ngoai, huéng chinh 1a dia ban 2

Tieu Poan 1/TQLC
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Mi Xanh Tango

tinh Tay Ninh (SP9 CSBV) va Binh Long (SD7
CSBV) trong pham vi Vung III Chién Thuat”.
Khong chiém giit dugc thanh phd nio mang y ng-
hia chién luoc, CSBV xoay qua chi truong rat vé
cac khu an toan dé “kéo dich ra ngoai danh”.

Nhin chung, mic du cudc “Tong Cong Kich va
Nbi Day” do Tudng V& Nguyén Giap diéu dong
trong dip Tét Mau Than da hoan toan that bai vé
quan sy, nhung trén binh dién chinh tri CSBV da
git hai duoc tiéng vang dang ké, dac biét d6i vai
phong trao phan chién va nhimg bat dong trong
Quodc Hoi tai Hoa Ky, da khién Téng Thong John-
son vé sau phai chip nhan ngung ném bom Bic
Viét va hoa dam véi CS Ha Noi.

2. Tiéu Poan 1/TQLC Ting Phai Cho Sw
Poan 25 BB.

Pé gop phan giai toa bét ap lyc cia quan
CSBV dang d¢ dang ndng trén cac don vi phu
trach 1anh thd va cac don bot ven bién Viét Nam
— Campuchia trong khu vyc trach nhi¢m cua Su
Doan 25 Bo Binh (SB25BB), Tiéu Poan I/TQLC
(TBI/TQLC) dang bao vé an ninh khu vyc cau
Binh Loi va chiém giir cac cao oc hay vi tri quan
trong trong tinh Gia Dinh nhu cau Bing Ky, Ngi
nam Binh Hoa, khu vuc Hang Xanh v.v., dugc
1énh xuat phai khoi Chién Poan B/TQLC va ting
phai cho SB25BB. TPD1/TQLC ciing vura duogc
ban giao tir cyu Tiéu Poan Truong, Thiéu T4 Phan
Vin Thing, cho tan Tiéu Poan Trudong, Thiéu T4
Nguyén Thanh Tri, vira du hoc Hoa Ky vé khoang
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mot tuln. Ciing xin dugc no6i thém Thiéu Té Tri
cling 14 cyu Tiéu Poan Truéong TH4/TQLC thay
thé cho ¢ Thiéu Ta Nguyén Vin Nho bj tir thuong
ngay 31/12/1964 tai tran Binh Gia.

Sau tran Binh Gia ngay 31/12/1964, Bo Tong
Tham Muu chap thuan cho cac don vi téng trir bi
mdi khi ting phai hanh quan cho cap su doan bo
binh hay quén doan, déu phai dugc t6 chirc thanh
chién doan véi t6i thleu 2 tiéu doan tro Ién va co
phao binh co hitu yém tro tryc tiép. Tuy nhién
1a Iyc luong tong trir bi, khi can dap ing nhu cau
hanh quan khan cap, TQLC luén tuan theo thuong
1énh mac du phai ra di véi cép tiéu doan doc lap.

a. To Chirc Tiéu Poan 1/TQLC Hanh
Quan.
- Thiéu T4 Nguyén Thanh Tri, Tiéu Poan
Truong.
- bai Uy V4 Tri Hug, Tiéu Poan Pho.
Cac Dai Dgi Trudng :
- Trung Uy Nguyén Vin Dang, Pai Doi
Trudng Dai Dai 1.
- Pai Uy Phan Céng Tén, Pai Dgi Trudng
Dai Doi 2.
- Pai Uy Nguyén Vin Phan, Dai Doi
Trudng Dai Dai 3.
- Trung Uy Nguyén Tién Tan, Dai Doi
Trudng Dai Dai 4.
- Pai Uy Quach Ngoc Lam, Pai Doi
Truong Pai Boi Chi Huy.
Ban Tham Mwu Hanh Quan:
- Ha si quan dai di¢n Ban 1.
- Trung Uy Lé Vian Cham, Truéng Ban 2.
- Pai Uy Huynh Van Lugm, Truong Ban 3.
- Ha si quan dai dién Ban 4.
- Trung Uy Truong Quang Lugng, Truong
Ban 5.
Thanh Phian Chuyén Mén Ting Phai:
- Trung Uy Béc Si Tran Hung Hai, Trung
Doi Truong Quan Y TQLC.
- St quan Trung Doi Truong Truyén Tin
TQLC.
- Céc ton tién sat vién phao binh TQLC.
- Toan cong binh TQLC.
AAY
b. Quan S6 Tham Chién.
Tiéu Poan hanh quan véi quan sb trén 600.

(Theo tiéu chuén 4n dinh boi Bé Tu Lénh Su Poan
TQLC (BTL/SD/TQLC) ké tir nim 1966, mot Tiéu
Doan dugc coi nhu c6 du kha ndng hanh quan khi
¢6 trén 600 quan nhan tham chién).

3. Giai Téa Ap Lwc Pich Cho Quan Trang
Bang va Pirc Hoa, Tinh Hau Nghia.

Sang ngay 16/9/1968, TB1/TQLC dugc 1énh
s& c6 doan xe thudc don vi van tai chd dén xa Loc
Giang, quan Trang Bang, tinh Hau Nghia dé nhan
lénh hanh quan do SP25 pho bién. Vao khoang
trua cung ngay, Tb1 dén x3 Loc Giang va dugc
dai dién cua B Tham Muu SPB25BB tiép nhan va
thuyét trinh cho biét qua vé tinh hinh dich trong
khu vuc va nhiém vu cua TP1, sau do trao cho
TP1 mot 1énh hanh quan kém phéng do.

Theo thuyét trinh ciia si quan tham muu
Sb25BB, dich tap trung cép tiéu doan va dong
quan doc theo song Vam C6 Dong tai cic 4p An
Son (muc ti€u 1), Loc Chanh (muc ti€éu 2), Ba
Manh Chanh (muc tiéu 3) va dai 1én phia Bic cho
dén x6m Giang Chanh (muc tiéu 4) tai ngd ba song
Vam Co6 Dbong va rach Trang Bang. Theo 1énh
ciia SD25BB, TP1/TQLC phai xuit phat ngay va
chiém lai cac thon 4p noi trén trong vong 2 ngay,
sau do s& ra vung tap trung tai 4p Tha La “xom
dao” chd 1énh (xin xem so d6 khu vuc hanh quan
Xa Loc Giang).

Mot toan Dia Phuong Quan (PPQ) xa Loc
Giang duoc ting phai dé giup TP1 am hiéu thém
vé tinh hinh dia phuong, dia hinh trong khu vuc
cling nhu “nhan dién” nhiing nguoi bi tinh nghi vi
day 1a vung “x6i dau” c6 nhiéu gia dinh cam tinh
hodc theo VC do phan dong trong sb nay c6 than
nhan thoat ly ra viing khang chién. Thyc té ciing
phai nhin nhan rﬁng ta khong du luc lugng dé bao
vé an ninh cho nhiing nguoi dan sinh séng trong
vung xa x01 héo lanh.

Sau khi hop hanh quan cép toc voi cac Dai Doi
va phan phat ban do xong, TP1 bit dau xuit phat.
Nhin dong h6 thi ciing da hon 14:00 gid. Muyc tiéu
dau tién do SP25BB 4n dinh, nam vé hudéng Tay
Nam ctia d6n DPQ Xa Loc Giang khoang hon 3
cdy s6. Tiéu Poan ra lénh cho canh B do Pai Uy
Hug, Tiéu Poan Pho (TBP) chi huy gom D2 cua
bai Uy Ton va Db4 cua Trung Uy Tan, lam nd luc
chinh tn cong truc dién vao muc tiéu 2 (MT2).
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Canh A do Thiéu Ta Tleu Doan Truong (TDT)
chi huy, s& cho PP3 ctia Pai Uy Phan lam nd luc
phu tién song song bén trai v6i canh B va s& chiém
MT1. Mot phéo doi 105 ly dién dia (4 khau) yém
trg truc tlep, mét trung doi phao binh 155 1y (2
khau) yém tro tang cuong hoa lyc khi c6 yéu cau.
Ngoai ra khi can s€ co truc thang v trang Hoa Ky
xudt phat tir can ctr Ctii Chi dén yém trg trong vong
10 phut. Mot don vi thude Giang Poan Hai Quan
s& tuan tidu trén song Vam Co Dong trong pham vi
khu vuc hanh quan.

Poan biét hudng tién quan cia ta nén dich bd
tri chd doi san. Khi rdi vi tri cach don PPQ Xa
Loc Giang khoang mot cdy sb, canh B bit dau
cham dich. Tinh hinh chua c6 gi dang ngai, dich
vira chién déu vira thao lui trong tu thé tri hodn
chién, nhung rat c6 t chirc, “lop lang” va thanh
thao dia thé. Toan DPQ ting phai canh bio nén

can than khi vao x6m lang (MTl va MT2) vi theo
tin tirc do dan ching cung cap lic sang sém, quan
sO dich rat dong (?) voi trang phuc theo kiéu chinh
quy (?) chtr khong phai 1a lyc luong dia phuong.
Trong ltic xin phéo binh tac xa vao cac diém nghi
ngo phia trudce, canh B cho quén dan rong va tiép
tuc tién cham dé tham do phan ung dich. Phi co
quan sat da bao vung tu lic TD1 vuot tuyén xuét
phat. Theo yéu cau cia TP1, phi co da quan sat ky
trén vung muc tiéu va bao cao khong co déu hiéu
nao ching té dich tap trung hay phan tan “phia
dudi co vé yén tinh”.

Nhitng gi mong doi da dén: khoang 16:00 gio,
Canh B cham dich kha nang cach MT2 khoang 200
thudc. DD3 duogc 1énh phai nhanh chéng chiém
MT1 va tir d6 s& d6i huéng tan cong vao MT2 tir
phia Nam 1én dé “tiép tay” cho Canh B trong “thé
gong kém”. Nhu dung hen, 2 chiéc Cobra (truc
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thang vo trang ) da lén vung. Céc trai khoi mau
duoc ném ra dé danh diu vi tri xa nhét cta canh
B, tranh cho truc thang ngd nhan. Hai chiéc Cobra
thay phién phong rocket vao bia lang theo hudng
dan cua c6 van pho ciing di véi Canh B. Lénh cho
canh B xung phong chiém muc tiéu sau khi truc
thang hoan tat nhiém vu.

Khoang 20 phut sau, hoa luc Canh B dong loat
n6, bao hiéu quan ta dang xung phong chiém muc
tiéu. Canh B, sau do khoang 40 phut, bdo cao da
chiém va dang luc soat MT2. TDT cho 1énh luc
soat rong va chuan bi dong quan dém. Thiét hai
ta c6 8 thuong vong, CSBV bo lai 11 xac an mdc
chién phuc mau xanh 6 liu, va vii khi ¢4 nhan d::fly
du. Theo tin tirc dan lang, dich ¢ mang theo nhiéu
thuong vong trong khi rut lui theo 2 huéng Bic va
hudéng Tay ra bo song Vam Co Dong.

Sau khi Canh B hoan tat luc soat MT2 thi ciing
da gan 18: gio 00. TP1 chi cho truy kich dich bang
phao binh theo cac diém do toan PPQ ting phai

dé nghi. Vi 1a nguoi dia phuong khé ranh vé dia
thé nén toan PPQ ciing biét dugc phan nao thoi
quen ctia dich co thé xuat phat tir dau va rit lui vé
dau. Toan BPQ ciing cho biét thém don vi dich ¢o
thé 1a mot tiéu doan ctia Trung Poan 271 doc lap
(?) dang tra dong phia bén bién gidi Campuchia
( SD9CSBYV ciing c6 Trung Poan 271 trung tén).
Tudng ciing s& duoc tam yén qua dém dé ngay
mai tiép tuc hanh quéan theo ké hoach, tuy nhién
vao khoang 01:30 sang ngay 17/09/1968, dich tap
trung khoang mdt dai doi dac cong bét than tan
cong vao vi tri PP4 dang bd tri xa nhit vé hudng
Bic. Hudng tan cong xudt phat tir phia Tay tic
tir bo song Vam Co6 Pong. Loi dung dia thé rim
rap ching da bi mat tién sat, chia ra nhiéu toan va
vira nd sing vira xung phong duéi su yém tro cta
cac vii khi B40 truc xa vao gitta vi tri phong tha
clia ta nham gdy cho bén trong bi rdi loan va té
liét. Nho dé cao canh giac, PD4 da kip thoi phan
ung, va béng hoa luc manh mé da chan diung cac
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dot xung phong cta dich. Sau 20 phut thay khong
thé thanh cong trong ¥ dinh “pha tuyén, thoc sau”,
dich da rat lui nhanh vé hudng bo song Vam Co
DPong. DD4 bao céo toan tién don 5 nguoi da bi
ton that 1 tir thuong va 2 bi thuong, mat 2 vii khi
ca nhan, ngoai ra ta ciling c6 thém 3 bi thuong tai
vi tri phong thu. Dich bo lai 4 tir thuong (dn méc
40 va quan dui den ) cing voi 1 khau AK 47 va
1 B40. Khi troi sang, BP4 luc soat va phat hién
thém nhiéu vét mau trén duong rat lui cua dich.

Hai ngay ké tiép, TP1/TQLC tiép tuc hanh
quan theo nhu ké hoach, chiém cac muc tiéu do
SP25BB 4n dinh, mé rong thém vong dai an ninh
cho xa Loc Giang. Cudc hanh quan chdm dut vao
ngay thu ba, 18/9/1969. TB1/TQLC dugc 1énh di
chuyén ra ving tap trung (VTT) dé tir 46 c6 xe dua
vé ép Bao Trai, dia danh cii cia xa Birc Hoa, Quan
Durc Hoa cii, nay lap thanh tinh ly Khiém Cuong
cua tinh Hau Nghia.

Ngay 19/9/1968, TD1/TQLC dugc nghi dudng
quan tai chd, bd sung thém quan sé tur hau ctr Rung
CAm va nhan thém 4 ngay tiép té dé chuan bi cho
cudc hanh quan ké tiép.

Ciing xin n6i thém Hau Nghia 1a mét trong
nhitng tinh thu¢c Quan Khu III ¢6 tinh trang an
ninh kém nhét do dia thé c6 cung ranh gidi véi cac
dia danh noi tiéng vé hoat dong cua du kich duoc
yém tro boi luc luong dia phuong cap huyén, cap
tinh manh mé& va thuong xuyén nhit. Trong khi
Hau Nghia phai ddi phé v6i sy quay pha ngay dém
ctia cac lyc luong du kich va dia phuong xuat phat
tir cac mat khu H6 BO (quan Cu Chi) cling nhur mat
khu Boi Loi (quan Trang Bang ) & hudng Dong
Bic (xin duoc néi thém Mat Khu Boi Loi va H6
Bo hop thanh khu Tam Giac Sit véi miii nhon thir
ba 1a Xa Long Nguyén phia Tdy Nam Bén Cat,
Binh Duong), thi Hdu Nghia con c6 ranh gidi phia
Tay bén kia Song Vam Cé Pong voi Nude Cam-
puchia, noi d6 co nhiéu cin ctr dja an toan cua céc
don vi 1é6n CSBV nhu Su Poan 5, Su Poan 7, Su
Poan 9, ké ca Cuc R.. Hau Nghia mac nhién dugc
coi nhu “khu vuc hanh lang” danh cho cac don
vi lon xam nhép vao ngoai vi phia Tay Nam Chg
Lén khi can nhu trong dip Tét Mau Than hoic di
chuyén qua cac mat khu H6 Bo, Boi Loi v.v. &
huéng Pong Bic.

Ngay 20/9/1968 luc 09:00 gio, TD1/TQLC
vuot tuyén xuat phat vao khu vuc hanh quan dé
luc soat cac muc tiéu theo ké hoach cua SD25BB.
Khu vyc ndy nam vé hudng Tay va Tay Bic tinh
Ly Khiém Cu0’ng tr 5 dén 6 cay sb, duoc nghi
ngd c¢6 don vi dich vé tra dong (xin xem so dd khu
vuc hanh quan Ap Bao Trai). Cac muc tiéu ndm
gan ven song Vam Co Dong ma phia kia bén bo 14
“phan dit bo ngo6” thudc phia Bic quan Puc Hué.
Pay 1a khu vuc rAm rap, 4m udt do anh hudng cac
nhanh rach bén ta ngan sdbng Vam Co6 Dong chay
vao dat lién luc thuy triéu dang cao, dic biét vé
mua mua tr thang 5 dén thang 11. Cac loai cdy
dira nudc, ban, lat, siy v.v cao ngap dau gay cho
vi€c quan sat va di chuyén khé khan, cham chap.
Thém vao d6 du kich dia phuong da thiét 1ap hang
rao min bay bao vé hanh lang an toan cho cac don
vi 16n ctia chung phia bén trong.

Trong khi Canh B con dang tac xa phao binh
dé pha huy phan nao min bay trudc khi vao luc
soat MT1 thi TP1 nhan 1énh tré ra lai diém xuét
phat va vé tap trung cach nga tu tinh ly Khiém
Cuong chimg hon 1 cdy sd vé hudng Tay Nam,
trén Tinh Lo 8A, d€ nhan 1énh méi. Lai thém mét
su ngac nhién pha 1an khong kém lo au. Lic bay
gi0 khoang 11 gio 30.

4. TP1/TQLC Truwc Thing Van Vao Phudc
Tén, Tay Ninh.

Khoang 13 gio 00, mot chiéc truc thang luon
vong trén khong va yéu cau BCH/TP1 ném khoi
mau danh ddu bai dap cho truc thing dap xudng.
Thiéu Tuéng Nguyén Xuan Thinh, Tu Lénh
SP25BB dén tham va khen ngoi TP1 vé két qua
hanh quan da dat dugc trong miy ngay qua, dic
biét da gy thiét hai ning né cho mét tiéu doan
CSBYV tai xa Loc Giang. Sau d6 Tudng Thinh
néi véi TPT/TP1 1a Trung Tuéng Pd Cao Tri,
Tu Lénh Quéan Poan III (TL/QPIII), mubn TH1/
TQLC duogc truc thing van (TTV) vao giai clu
d6n Phudc Tan cua tinh Tay Ninh. Pon ndy da mat
lién lac khuya hom qua. Ong néi hiy cho anh em
chuan bi, riéng TDT/TP1 sé& c6 tryc thing dén don
gip Pai Ta Lé Purc Pat, Tu Lénh Pho SD25BB dé
thao luan thém chi tiét.

TPT/TP1 vé hop tai BTL/SD25BB dong tai
C1 Chi, mang theo Pai Uy C6 Van Charles Bently
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BAN PO KHU VU'C PHUGC TAN, TiNH TAY NINH
( Ty Lé: 1/250.000)
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va cac truong ban tham muu cua tiéu doan. Pai T4
TLP/SD25BB ngin gon nhu sau:

_“Pung 15:00 s€ c6 don vi truc thing Hoa Ky
bdc TP1/TQLC vao Phuée Tan dé chiém lai khu
vuc ndy va tim cach tap trung Dai Doi Bién Phong
(PPBP) di mat lién lac tir dém qua. Pon vi dich
hoat dong trong khu vyc 1a mdt trung doan thudc
SP9CSBV”.

Dai T4 Lé Dtc Dat TLP/SD25BB nhin manh:

_“S& khong c6 phao binh nao trong tim dé
yém trg ngoai trir phio 175 ly Hoa Ky. Giir
lién lac chiac ché véi Trung Tam Hanh Quan
Sw Poan bang may AN/PRC-25 qua cic tram
trung gian hoic bing may AN/GRC9 khi déng
quan”.

TDT/TP1 cam thiy lo 4u néu khong mudn noi
1a 14y 1am thét vong: hai diéu kién quan trong “yém
tro hoa luc va lién lac truyén tin” c6 thé bao dam
su séng con cho mot don vi cép tiéu doan hanh

/ ~
Ao ChudiNuwée | 2o ..

quan bi¢t 1ap, sao lai co thé thiéu Véng?! Phao binh
175 ly khong thé st dung trong nhiém vu can yém,
muc tiéu tac xa cta phdo 175 ly trén nguyén tic
phai cach quan ban mot ngan thude.

Trén ban do trong phong thuyét trinh cta
SD25BB, vi tri d6n Phuéc Tan cach xa bii bbe
truc thing hon 60 cay sb. Trudc khi ra vé TDT/
TP1 d& nghi SP25BB cung cip thém 1 don vi
hoa luc va 2 ngay luong khé diung theo ban kha
ning tac chién ma TP1/TQLC da nap cho Phong
3 Sb25BB. Pan dugc va luong kho s€ phai dugc
tha xudng ngay sau khi cuéc TTV hoan tat. Dai Ta
TLP/SD25BB tra 161 khong gi trd ngai.

Pai Uy Bentley ¢6 van TP1/TQLC, sau khi
hop véi cac C6 Van SD25BB xong, bao cho TDT/
TD1 biét 1a s& co du s luong truc thing dé cho
toan bo TP1 vao Phudc Tén trong 2 chuyén. Viéc
TTV vao Phudc Tan sé hoan tit trong vong 2 gid
dong ho, mdi chuyén di va vé mat 1 gio. TDT/TP1
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cho Pai Uy Bentley biét 14 s& to chic TTV theo
cac chuyén nhu sau:

1/Chuyén dau s& boc DP2 va D3 do bai Uy
TPP/TP1 chi huy, cung di v6i TDP 1a Pai Uy
Sean Leach, Pho C6 Van.

2/Chuyén thir hai 13 phan con lai cia TP1 do
TDT chi huy. S& d6 quan xudng 2 bai tir gan dén
xa vé phia Dong ctia don Phudc Tan, nhung khong
cach xa don hon 500 thudc.

TPT/TP1 va Pai Uy Bentley s& bay voi phi
doan truong trén tryc thiang chi huy (C&C) dé
phéi hop viée chon va don bai dap truc thang trude
khi dot quan tht nhat d xubng.

Budi hop ngin ngui v6i TDP, Pai uy Bentley,
bai Uy Leach, cac Dai B¢i Truong va Siquan Ban
Tham Muu vira chim dirt thi tryc thang C&C ciing
vira t6i. TDT/TP1, Pai Uy Bentley va 3 nhan vién
truyén tin may ANPCR25, 1én tryc thing di trudc.
Khi dén noi thi thdy 2 chiéc Cobra ciing vira bt
dau “don bai”. Pai Uy Bentley nhin TDT/TD1 t6
¥ nhu mudn hoi 2 bai dap ma 2 chiéc Cobra dang
“chuan bi” phia dudi c6 dugc khong.

Co 1€ day la cau hoi mang tinh cach xa giao
nhiéu hon vi don vi tryc thing cling co quyen lya
chon cac bai dap chinh va phu trong ddi c6 thé bao
dam an toan cho phi hanh doan va tryc thiang trén
phuong dién chién thuat va k¥ thuat. Tuy nhién
day 1a truong hop cap bach, khong c6 du thoi gian
dé hai bén don vi truc thang va tac chién quan sat
trudc. Thuong 1€ sy lya chon bai dap phai cé su
phéi hop giita hai bén.

Khoang nira gid sau thi 2 chiéc Cobra don
bai bao cao roi viung. Hai chiéc Cobra khac xuat
hién, dan dau va bay thap hon dé yém trg cho
doan truc thing chd Canh B theo sau. Pong ho
ltc do chi dung 15 gio 30. (Nhitng ngay tang phai
cho SPB25BB, TB1/TQLC nhan théy cac don vi
tryc thang Hoa Ky rat dung hen va c6 ky cuong
chuong trinh lam viéc).

Poan truc thing ché quan xuat hién & hudng
Nam, iy Bén Soi lam diém kiém soat (check
point), tir d6 d6i vé huéng Téay Nam, lay Lién Tinh
Lo 13 lam chuan, giam dan cao do dé xudng bai
dap nam vé huéng Bic ciia Lién Tinh Lo 13, cach
Po6n Phude Tan khoang 300 thude vé hudng Dong
(xin xem ban do khu vuc Phude Tan, Tay Ninh).

Trén cao 2 chiéc phan luc lugn vong, san sang
can thiép trong trudng hop bt tric xay ra phia
bén dudi. Gidy phut troi qua that hdi hop: P2 va
DD3 nhanh choéng roi khoi truc thang, binh si toa
rong ra dé chiém vi tri thuan loi sén sang tac chién
va bao vé bai dap tryc thing. Ho y thic ring day
la ving hoat dong cuia mot trung doan dich vira
tan cong ddn Phudc Tan trong dém qua, ciing nhu
ho hiéu r?mg chién thuat cong ddn da vién 1a s
truong cua dich.

Co tiéng sing nd phia dudi, hoi Canh B thi
dugc biét d6 1a nhimng loat sting cua quén ta xung
phong chiém bia rimg phia Bic, tac xa vao nhiing
diém nghi ngd. Nhin quang canh dang dién ra duéi
dat, that khong sao kém duogc su xtic dong va théy
cam phuc anh em binh si ciing nhu tai diéu dong
quan cua TDP va cac bBT/bb2 va bb3.

Phi doan Ttrudng truc thing nhd Pai Uy Bent-
ley chuyén 101 dén TDT/TP1 14 binh si caa TD1/
TQLC rat “chuyén nghiép va can dam”, ong ta rat
hanh dién duoc lam viéc voi don vi nﬁy.

bay 1a 161 noi that long cua mdt phi doan
truong tryc thang HK da ting yém trg cho hang
trdm cudc hanh quan truc thang van cho ca My
1an VN, chtr khéng phai 16i x3 giao thong thuong,
lay 18.

Canh B bao cao tinh hinh v6 su, moi nguoi tho
phao nhe nhdm. Mot tiéng ddng ho sau, truc thing
chd canh A gdbm PP1, PD2 va DPPCH do Pai Uy
Luom, Truong Ban 3, diéu dong, xuat hién va ha
canh xudng bai dap, truc thing chi huy ciing dap
xuong cho TDT/TD1 va nhiing nguoi thap ting
xudng chung véi canh A. Luc bay gid 1a 17 gio 30.
Lai thém mot dau hoi: tai sao dich lai dé ta yén ma
khong c6 phan ing nao?

Pon Phudc Tan nam vé phia Tay cua tinh
Tay Ninh, trén Lién Tinh Lo 13 va cach bién gidi
Campuchia khoang mot cay s6. Lién Tinh Lo 13
tiép tuc di qua lanh tho tinh Svay Riéng cia Nudc
Campuchia. Phudc Tan cling la noi hop cho mua
ban gitra cu dan dia phuong va nhiing ngudi dan tir
bién kia bién gidi khi thanh binh. Gio day khong
thdy con gi ngoai cai don bién phong tro troi véi
ngon khoi bay 1én cao do hau qua cia cudc giao
tranh dém roi. Chang con thdy mot bong dang binh
s nao cua lyc lugng bién phong quanh quan dau
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day. Canh tuong that budn tham.

Vé dia hinh, xd Phudc Tan noi riéng va Tay
Ninh noi chung, vira ¢6 dang dap giong nhu mot
cao nguyén, vira co sac thai nhu mot dong bang,
cang vé phia Tay cang thoai thoai thap dan cho
dén bén kia bién giéi Campuchia v6i dong rudng
ménh mong bat ngat.

Céc Pai Uy Hugé, Bentley, Leach va cac DPDT/
TP1 cung thap ting TDT/TP1 di tham sat dia thé
dé t6 chirc phong thii qua dém. Sau khi nghién ciru
ky dia hinh va uéc tinh cac 19 trinh tién sat cla
dich trong truong hop c6 cude tan cong xay ra,
TPT/TP1 quyét dinh tiéu doan s& t6 chirc phong
tha chu vi nhu sau:

-DP1 phong thi hudéng Bic, P4 trir 2 trung
doi lam trir bi, phong thu hudéng Pong, BD3
phong thu huéng Nam va D2 phong thu hudng
Tay. Tiéu d6i sung cdi 81 ly wu tién hudng v€ phia
Nam. Cac dai doi su dung tdi da min Claymore va
Iwu dan gai bay két hop véi trai sang, dic biét tai
cac hudng dich c6 thé xung phong hoic tai cac tir
giac ma dich co thé loi dung dé tién sat vao vi tri
phong thu cua ta.

Trong khi TP 1 dang chuan bi ¢io ham hé thi tir
trong canh rimg phia Bic mét vai nguoi c6 mang
vii khi ca nhan xuat hién va xung ho ho thudc don
vi bién phong ddén Phude Tan. TD1 cho phep ho
tién vé vi tri dong quan, trong 5O nay c6 trung ty
Dai Doi Truong. Trung uy ndy cho biét co khoang
80 ngudi con phan tan trong rimg va dang tiép tuc
ra sau.

Vi don dang bi chay, TP1 sip xép cho DPDBP
mot khu vue phong thu twong d6i nho gitra DD1
va DD2, huéng mit ra don cach d6 khoang 100
thude va 1énh cho ho phai c6 mot tién don vé
huéng Bic. Cho dén chang vang t6i DPPBP chi tap
trung dugc khoang 70 nguoi, s6 con lai duoc nghi
ngd bi thuong, chét hay mat tich.

Lénh cho cac don vi phong thu thay phién img
chién 50% va to chuc tuan tiéu trong ndi vi tuyén
phong thi dé kiém soat cac vong gac. Pon vi hoa
luc trir bi phai duoc phan phdi cho tat ca binh si.
Cong tac uu tién trudce khi troi ti 1a dao ham héd
cé nhan va cho vii khi cong dong.

Vi tri phong thu cua TP1 c6 vé 1a mot “dp
chién luoc” trude day bi bo hoang tir 1au nén céac

bo dit bao quanh chi con cao hon dau g01 co chd
bi dut quang. Dac biét vi tri nay co cdy cbi rat cao
voi tang 14 ram rap, noti thich hop cho céac loai doi
hay chim heo tri ngy nhu ta thuong thiy noi cac
chua Mién ¢ céc tinh nhu Tra Vinh, So6c Trang,
Chau Dbc v. v. Bén trong va hoi chéch vé hudéng
Tay Bic cua vi tri phong thu, con c6 vai ng6i mo
dugc xay cét bang gach co nén cao va nim nhon
phia bén trén theo kiéu mo danh dé thiéu nguoi
chét hay mo dé giir tro cot hodc chon cac su sii
ngudi Mién. Ké can do 1 hai nha san bang gd bo
hoang c6 che mai ton trong tinh trang hu hong.
BCH/TP1 va PPCH chiém noi ndy lam vi tri
dong quan.

Ngay 21/9/1968, khoang 1 gio 00 sang, khuét
trong mi rung phia Tay Bic khoang 500 thudc, c6
tiéng di chuyén ciia vai chiéc xe bo tir bién gidi
Campuchia qua lanh thé VN, Pai Doi Bién Phong
cho biét 1a sing sém nao ciing c6 xe bo cua dan
Mién qua bén VN 1am ctii. Ho s& trd vé trong ngay.

Khoang 01 gio 30, BDP3 bdo cdo trong canh
rimg phia Nam c6 nhiéu tiéng canh cdy bi bé gay,
thinh thoang c6 tiéng ngudi noi chuyén nhu dang
lién lac qua may truyén tin. BCH/TD 1énh cho bao
dong 100%, san sang tac chién vi nghi ngd dich
dang dung canh cay dé nguy trang trude khi tin
cong ta.

Khoang 02 gi¢ 10, tir cac hudng Nam, Bic va
Tay, tiéng “depart” cua dan sing cbi 82 ly bong
vang lén lién tuc, sau d6 1a nhimg tiéng no long
troi tlep nbi, bién vi tri phong thu ctia TD1 nhu
mot bién lira. Nhiéu qua dan trung nham maéi nha
san hay ngon cay n6 chup xudng trén dau nguy
hiém vo cung. Sung cbi 82 ly cua dich da duoc
diéu chinh sin nén lot vao ndi vi phong thu cua
TP1 khong sot trai nao. Thém vao dé cac loai dai
bac khong giat két hop voi B40, B41 va céac sing
dai lién tir cac ven rung tryc xa vao vi tri phong
thu ciia tiéu doan, gay réi loan phan nao trong gidy
phut dau. Rd rang gio ddy mdi hay dich ap dung
chién thuat cong ddn d3 vién. Chién thuat néy rat
¢o dién nhung luc ndo ciing rat hiém doc (xem so
d6 dich tan cong).

Khoang 20 phut sau, sing c6i 82 ly dich ngung
tac xa, lién sau d6 PP3 béo cdo cd nhiéu “bui cay
di dong” tir ven rimg phia Nam dang tién vé vi tri
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phong thu, cach xa BD3 chung 70 thudc. BCH/
TP1 ra 1énh cho B3 khong dugc khai hoa, cho
cho dich di chuyén dén gan hon. Stng cbi 81 ly
ciia PPCH tac xa vé phia Nam cach vi tri PD3
khoang 300 thudc dé chan ding thanh phan dich
c6 thé con & phia sau. Cac “bui cay di dong” tiép
tuc tién gan vi tri phong thu, hé tréi sang chay 1én
thi chung dung lai bat dong, va tiép tuc di chuyén
khi trai sang tat.

Tiéng sting ciia D3 bat dau nd gion, PP3 bao
cao dich con cach 30 thude. Cung luc, dich ciing
dong loat nd stng, vira hd xung phong vira chay
vao tuyén phong thu cuia PD3. Nhiing trai min
Claymore dugc kich dién phat nd, va mdi lan nhu
thé, nhiéu xac dich bi tung 1én khoi mat dat roi
roi xudng bat dong. Biét bi roi vao “tran d0” cia
d6i phuong, dich c6 phan khyng lai. Nhung rdi c6
tiéng 1énh ho “xung phong” tir phia sau, dich tiép

Thivy Quan Lue Chién Viét Ham

tuc chay vao tuyén ctia BP3. Tran danh can chién
da dién ra dir doi tai dy, néu tuyén bi bé, dich tran
vao thi bén phong thu s& gip nhiéu nguy hiém.
Tuy nhién BDP3 da chan dung dugc dich ngay trén
tuyén phong thu cia minh. Mot trung doi trir bi
cia DD4 duoc 1énh sin sang tiép tmg cho D3
néu tuyén niy bi v&. Viéc lién lac qua cac trung
gian v6i SD25BB gip nhiéu trd ngai. Tuy nhién
cudi cing BTL/SP25BB ciing biét tinh hinh va
guri phi co hoa long dén soi sang va yém trg hoa
luc.

Vi hon 800 qua dan du loai phao kich vira roi
vao vi tri cua TD1/TQLC, phia dich nghi rang ho
da tiéu diét phan 16n kha nang tac chién cua tiéu
doan, do d6 dich quyét dinh sir dung mot tiéu doan
tang cuong thir hai c6 tinh cach quyét dinh d¢é mo
thém miii tn cong tir phia Béic vao vi tri PP1 cua
Trung Uy Dang. Chiing ciing 4p dung chién thuat

SO PO PICH TAN CONG VAO V| TRI PHONG THU CUA TD1/TQLC TAI PHUGC TAN
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xung phong bién ngudi véi y dinh tran ngap vao vi
tri. Bang hoa lyc manh m&, PP1 d4 ngin chan céac
dot xung phong cta dich. Nhung diéu khong may
xay dén 1a DD Bién Phong b tri bén trai ciia DD1
thay dich xung phong, do anh hudng tinh than
giao dong bai bi dich tin cong trong dém trude, da
bo vi tri va lui vao bén trong BCH/TDI. Lap ttrc
TDT/TP1 ra 1énh PDCH va tiéu doi biét kich 1ap
ngay tuyén can, ngin chan khong dé PPBP ciing
nhu dich tra tron theo, xdm nhap vao BCH/TD.

PDBP dimng lai ¢ tuyén can nho biét mat khau
nén khong bi PPCH triét ha, tuy nhién mot s6
tén dich da lot vao sau bén trong khién tinh trang
roi loan xay ra. TDT/TPI ra 1énh cho PDP4 gui
ngay mot trung doi trir bi md cude phan cong dé
thiét 1ap tuyén phong thu da bi v& (xin xem so d6
phan cong ctia TD1/TQLC) theo sy huéng dan cua
BCH/TD.

Thiéu Uy Trinh Van Thém Dai Doi Pho Pai

Doi 4 cung sat canh voi Trung D61 Trudng trung
doi trur bi thi hanh nhiém vu phan cong. Nho tai
chi huy va kinh nghiém sin c¢6 ctia Th/U Thém va
ctia Trung Poi Truong trung doi trir bi, dong thoi
v6i long can ddm, sy hy sinh ciia quan nhan céac
cap, trung doi trir bi di day lui, tiéu diét phan 16n
s6 dich quan, phan cong va chiém lai tuyén phong
thu da bi vo, trong vong nira gio.

Trung doi trur bi thir hai cia PB4 do dich than
Trung Uy Tan, Pai Doi Truong, chi huy, duoc
1énh luc soat, bét gilr hoac nd sung vao nhiing tén
dich khong chiu 1én tiéng dau hang, dang con &
phia bén trong vi tri phong thu.

Trong luc dich tin cong, phéo binh 175 ly Hoa
Ky chi tac xa mot quéa dan duy nhét vao phia Nam
cach vi tri phong thu 1 cdy s6. Luc ndy phi co hoa
long van tiép tuc soi sang va tac xa dai lién xudng
cac diém dich dang rat lui do tiéu doan yéu cau.

Tiéng sting im hén vao lic 06 gio 00, troi ciing

SO’ DO PHAN CONG cUA TIEU DOAN 1/TQLC
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vira himg sang. Sau khi luc soat chién truong,
trong cling nhu xa phia bén ngoai vi tri phong thu,
TD1 ghi nhan duoc két qua nhu sau:

Dich: 128 tir thwong, 6 bi bat song, khoang trén
90 vii khi du loai (trong do c6 mot dai lién phong
khong), 2 may truyén tin Trung Cong, nhiéu quan
dung, dan dugc v.v

Ta: 6 t thuong, 35 bi thuong (trong sd co
3 cua DDBP), khong ké Pai Uy Bentley tuy bi
thuong nhe trén lung nhung xin ¢ lai véi TDI,
khong can tan thuong, 5 vii khi ca nhan hodc cong
dong bi hu hong do phéo kich.

Khoang 08 gio 00, Pai Ta TLP/SD25BB dap
tryc thang xubng tham va khen ngoi TD1.

Khoang 08 gio 30, Trung Tuéng Do Cao Tri,
TL/QD III va phai doan dén tham. Sau khi nghe
TPT/TP1 thuyét trinh vé trin danh dém qua,
Tudng Tri vui vé giri 101 khen ngoi toan thé quan
nhan cac cap trong tiéu doan. TDT/TP1 hudng
dan phai doan dén gip gd cac tu binh, xem céc
chién loi pham tich thu duoc va sau cung dua phai
doan dén quan sat noi xay ra can chién véi dich
tai tuyen phong thu cua BD3. Nhiéu xac dich con
nam ngon ngang trén tuyen phong thu. Ong vui
vé bt tay khen ngoi Dai Uy Phan, BbDT/DBD3, da
giit dugc tuyén bang “can chién”. Trudc khi ra vé,
Tudng Tri bao tiy vién ldy ra chiéc hop nho, ong
trao cho TDT/TD1 chiéc hop véi 1i nhan nhu:

_“Anh ting cai ddng hd nay lai cho anh em
nao c6 cong nhat”.

Khi Tuéng Tri vé, va voi sy dong ¥ cua cac
PDT, chiéc dong hd dugc trao cho Trung Si Cai
Hung, nguoi tiéu doi trudng tién don cua D3, do
khong rat vé kip khi dich tan cong, da chi huy tiéu
d6i chién dau bén ngoai cho dén sang.

Khoang 10 gio 00, Thiéu Tudéng TL/SD25BB
va phai doan dén tham. Ong noi:

_ “Mot lan nita TD1/TQLC da gay thiét hai
nang né cho mot trung doan CSBV muu toan tiéu
diét mot Tiéu Poan Tong Trir Bi hanh quan biét
1ap. Toi rat thong cam nhitng kho khan ma cac anh
em d4 trai qua trong dém roi. Néu ta c6 phdo binh
yém tro, thiét hai cua dich s& cao hon nhiéu. Nhoy
chuyén 151 khen ngoi dén cac anh em”.

Ngay 23/8/1968, khoang 11gio00, Tb 8 Nhay
Du dugc TTV va thay cho TB1/TQLC.

Thivy Quan Lue Chién Vigt Ham

5. Déi Loi Két.

Chién tranh da di qua nhung ky niém cta céc
trdn danh trong qua khtr nhu van con hién hién
truéc mat. Co biét bao ndi oan khién trong cudc
chién chua duoc “hda giai” théa dang, khién tim
tu nguoi linh van con dan vit trong mic cam “ké
bai tran”, phai cti dau chiu nhuc vi da khong bao
vé dugce nguoi dan. Nhitng hy sinh xuong mau cua
nguoi linh da tr¢ thanh vo nghia boi du luan doc
ac, vo liém si clia gidi truyén thong ngoai qubc chi
mudn 1am vira 1ong bon phan chién va dan ching
Hoa Ky da s6 khong hiéu gi vé thyc chat cua chién
tranh Viét Nam, tham chi ngay ca trong Quéc Hoi.
Ho vu khéng Quan Lyc VNCH 1a “khong chiu
chién déu”. Gi6i truyén thong My 18 ra phai cho
truyén hinh thé gidi thiy duoc mot cach cong bang
nhitng tran danh oai hung cia QLVNCH ma tran
Phudc Tan 1a tiéu biéu, mot tran danh khong co
yém tro hoa lyc, khong co lién lac truyén tin, voi
mot lue lugng dich gap ba lan dong hon, nhung ta
van ton tai va chién thang. Truyén thong My chi
chu trong céac tran danh cua cac don vi My dang
tham chién ¢ VN, vi d6 1a hinh anh ma nguoi dan
Hoa Ky thich xem nhéit do con em ciia ho dang
chién dau ¢ bén kia nira vong trai dit.

Tiéc thay nhitng hinh anh d6 di gy tac dong
tam 1y manh mé& trong chiéu hudng lam cho cong
dan My hiéu lam rang nudc My da tham gia vao
mot “cude chién khong chinh nghia”. Trén man
anh truyén hinh nguoi ta chi thy toan canh bom
dan My, canh chét choc ma da s6 1a nguoi dan
thuong VN phai ganh chiu, dién hinh 13 bién cd
Tét Méau Than & Hué.

Chién tranh d4 di qua, TD1/TQLC véi cac tran
Loc Giang, Phudce Tan va sau do la tran Go Dau
Hawv.v. tlep n6i nhau, da dién ra cach day bon muoi
sau nam roi. Ké viét bai, ciing 1a ngudi duoc vinh
du chi huy TP1/TQLC trong thoi gian do, nhan
day xin dugc thip nén huong 10ng, nghiéng minh
tuong nhé cac anh hing da nam xuéng, dang tron
doi trai cho T6 Qudc than yéu. Ciing xin cé 16i
tri an dén cac dong doi con dang song hay mang
thuong tat sudt doi, di mot thoi dong gop cong
lao, strc chiu dung phi thuong dé néu cao mau cd
sdc 40, mang lai tiéng thom cho Binh Chung dén
ngay hom nay va cho ca thé hé con chau chiing ta
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mai sau. Tén That Soan, Trung Td Nguyén Vian Phan, Thiéu
Mii xanh Tango. Ta I?han Cong T on, T hiéu,T a Qudcfz Ngoc Lam,
Ghi cha: Xin chdn thanh cam ta Quy Nién — Thiéu Ta Nguyén Tien Tan, Dai Uy Trinh Van
Truwong va Chién hitu sau ddy da gitp thém y kién ~ Thém.
dé tac gia hoan thanh bai viét ndy: Cuu Pai Tad

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the
SILVER STAR MEDAL to

MAJOR NGUYEN THANH TRI
VIETHAMESE MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while
serving with friendly forces engaged in armed conflict against
Horth Vietnamese and Viet Cong forces in the Republic of Vietnam.
At 0230, 21 September 1968, The First Infantry Battalion, commanded
by Major Tri, was attacked by a reinforced North Vietnamese Army
regiment. The enemy opened their assault against the battalion with
800 rounds of mortar, reccilless rifle and machine gun fire. The
command post of the battalion received approximately 75 percent of
the total mortar barrage. Throughout this withering 40 minute
barrage, Major Tri repeatedly exposed himself to the onslaught of
enemy fire in order to prepare his unit for an anticipated ground
attack. Extremely bad weather made communications and air support
difficult, but Major Tri brilliantly utilized the battalion's
mortars to provide the critically needed illumination and high
explosive suppressive fires. When the enemy ground attack
commenced, Major Tri correctly computed the direction and extent of
the main and supporting enemy attacks and expertly maneuvered his
units and directed their fire power to maintain the perimeter of
the Fire Support Base throughout the night. As a direct result of
his competent leadership, the enemy attack was thwarted and the
Vietnamese Marines accounted for 128 enemy killed, six enemy
prisoners and the confiscation of wvast quantities of combat
essential supplies. Major Tri's courage under fire, exemplary
professionalism and devotion to duty were in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.

For the President,

Lo O}

Secretary of the Navy
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